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returned to his capital yesterday and upon leaving us made the .highest pro-
fessions of friendship and esteem for the English.
11. Mr. John Bristow, Resident at Cuttack, having proceeded to Ingeram
by direction of the Select Committee and at the pressing instance of the Rajah
of that country, has wrote us that the French are dispossessed of almost every
thing but Massulapatan, and that Monsieur Bussy is at variance with the
Morattoes. We have in consequence of this advice desired the President and
Council of Fort St. George to send a servant from that Presidency to
Visagapatam who is acquainted with the nature of the investments in that
country.
We have nothing more to add and are with the greatest respect,
May it please Your Honors,
Your faithful servants,
Robert   Clive/Wm,  Watts /Richd. Becher/W,   Frankland/W.   Mackett/
Thos. Boddam,
Enclosure 1
(Vide paragraph 3)
Monday 26th June at 7 o'clock AJVL
At a consultation present the Hon'ble William Watts Esqr., President,
Chas. Manningham and Richd. Becher Esqrs., Messrs William Collet,
William Macket, Thomas Boddam.
The consultations of the 2Ist and 22nd being wrote fair were now read,
approved and signed.
Messrs Watts, Manningham and Becher desire leave to acquaint the
Board their most serious attention has been devoted to the commands of our
Hon'ble employers naming a rotation of Governours for the future conduct
of affairs at this settlement, and having duly weighed the nature of this regula-
tion with all its attending consequences; a sincere conviction of its being in
our present situation and circumstances repugnant to the true interest of our
Hon'ble masters and the Welfare of this settlement in general, obliges them
(though with the utmost respect and difference) [sic] to believe, had our Hon'ble
employers been apprized of the present state of their affairs in this kingdom,
they would have placed the Presidentship in some one person as the easiest
and clearest method of conducting their concerns as well as preserving and
maintaining the weight and influence the late happy revolution has given
us with the Subah of these provinces, on which at the present period the
interest and "Welfare of the Company at this settlement in the highest degree
depends. The difficulties we may be liable to by a rotation in the executive
part of government with its consequencies are sufficiently obvious in our pre-
sent state of affairs; however they shall only mention a few points: the treaty
with the Nabob, not perfect in all its branches, the possession of the lands
incompleat, the settlement in no posture of defence, the French considerably
reinforced with military and a fleet and their designs with respect to Bengal
unknown, the impossibility of impressing a proper idea of this divided power in
the minds of the Subah and others in this kingdom who have at all dines been
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